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Department Courses

Concert Choir

Grades: 9-12 (mixed)

Prerequisite: None

Requirements: #2 Pencil with Eraser, 1” black 3-ring binder 

Description: The LHW Concert Choir is the department’s entry-level vocal ensemble geared towards furthering student appreciation for the use of the human voice, understanding of the elements of music, and student involvement in interacting with each other in service to our Savior.  Concert Choir is primarily responsible for providing music for school chapel and concerts.

Educational Goals:  notation, breathing, posture, diction, sight-reading, ear-training, rhythmic training, music history, expression, composition, interpretation, and performance skills

Honors’ Choir 

Grades: 10-12 (mixed)

Prerequisite: Audition required or director approval

Requirements: #2 Pencil with Eraser, 1” black 3-ring binder 

Description: The LHW Honors’ Choir is the department’s advanced-level vocal ensemble geared towards increasing student skill with the use of the human voice, furthering student understanding of the of music through more advanced listening, composition, and theory exercises, and promoting student fellowship and faith through worship participation and tour.  Honors’ Choir is the school’s main touring group as is responsible for providing music for school chapel, neighboring churches, festivals, and concerts.

Educational Goals: notation, breathing, posture, diction, sight-reading, ear-training, rhythmic training, music history, expression, composition, interpretation, and performance skills 

Concert Band 

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: 1 year experience on chosen instrument or instructor approval

Requirements: #2 Pencil with Eraser, Instrument w/ case

Description: The LHW Concert Band is the department’s only instrumental course geared towards furthering student appreciation for musical expression through the means of wind and percussive instruments. Students are encouraged to explore music through individual, small group, and large group exercises. The group will perform more advanced band literature of all historical periods.  Students will perform throughout the school year at various events and they may participate in the District and State Solo/Ensemble Festivals.  Students are urged to further improve their God-given talents by performing music to His glory.

Educational Goals: Breathing, Music Theory, Sight Reading, Composition, Expression, Ear-training, Posture, Music History, Scales, and Performance Skills

Co-curricular Ensembles

Chamber Singers 

Grades: 10-12 (mixed)

Prerequisite: Audition required, Enrollment in Honors’ Choir or director approval

Description: A group of selected 16-20 singers, the Chamber Singers represent LHW’s finest vocal performance group. Students are encouraged to incorporate advanced technique into their performance including: precise tuning, polished interpretation, clear balance, and other elements. 

Brass Ensemble

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Member of Concert Band or director approval

Description: A subset of Concert Band, LHW Brass Ensemble is responsible for providing additional music for chapel, Westland Sundays, and concerts.
Woodwind Ensemble

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Member of Concert Band or director approval

Description: A subset of Concert Band, LHW Woodwind Ensemble is responsible for providing additional music for chapel, Westland Sundays, and concerts.
Percussion Ensemble

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Member of Concert Band or director approval

Description: A subset of Concert Band, LHW Percussion Ensemble is responsible for providing additional music for chapel, Westland Sundays, and concerts.
Pep Band

Grades: 9-12 

Prerequisite: Member of Concert Band or director approval

Description: A subset of Concert Band, LHW Pep Band is responsible for providing additional music for football and basketball home games.
Department Mission Statement


The Lutheran High Westland music department is committed to equip students with the knowledge, skill, understanding, and attitude to use the God-given gift of music to serve and give Him glory.

Department Philosophy

· Man has a basic need for self-expression in his relationship with himself, other people, and his total environment.  Music represents one means of fulfilling this need.  Furthermore, man's ability to compose and make music represents a cherished gift of God -- with in turn should be used to praise and glorify Him.

· The ability to perform -- to sing or to play a musical instrument is an invaluable experience for high school students.  It enhances feelings of self worth and develops a sense of belonging and contributing toward corporate goals.

· The appreciation of music, both classical and contemporary, definitely contributes to a more meaningful and enjoyable life.

Department Objectives


Knowledge/ Strand I -- Create
· Exhibit a knowledge and understanding of the basic foundations of music relative to its elements, its media, its forms and styles, its history and evolving nature, its cultural role, and its sociological and theological implications.

· Be able to exhibit theoretical and technical knowledge of music.

Skills/Strand II - Perform
· Be able to interpret musical notation and possess the skill to participate in vocal and instrumental music making, both in school and as an vocational activity in their adult lives.

Attitude/Strand III - Respond

· To develop artistic sensitivity, given aesthetic musical experiences, thus deriving meaning and pleasure from music as a whole.

· Display an attitude of open-mindedness, respect, resourcefulness, and critical listening in the areas of music.

· Express a recognition of worth for the aesthetic aspects of life as a valuable gift of God to man.

General Policies

1. Work hard. Have fun. Treat others as you would be treated. 

2. Students will be prepared for rehearsal at the beginning of each class period. This includes instrument, music, homework, etc.

3. A tardy will be issued to music students who are not in the rehearsal space at the ringing of the tardy bell. Band rehearsal will begin 5 minutes following the ringing of the tardy bell. Any student whose it not fully prepared for rehearsal at that time will be issued a tardy. 

4. Each student will be responsible for purchasing and bringing to rehearsal a 1”, black three-ring binder. Please make sure that the binder has pockets.  Binders are to be stored in their designated locations (slots or lockers) Keep your folders where they are handy. Should you take your folder home for some reason bring it with you to the next class. Leaving rehearsal to retrieve a folder will result in a tardy.

5. Instrumental lockers are to remain locked at all times. Locks are school issued and should remain locked and on the lockers at all times. Failure to properly lock your locker will result in a discipline as deemed necessary by the instructor.

6. Only percussionists or those deemed by the instructor are allowed to handle percussion equipment. Do not bring friends into the band room and expect to use the equipment. LHW has the finest percussion equipment in the LHSA. It will stay that way. Violators will be given a detention.

7. Permission must be acquired to use the piano at any time.

8. Do not write on music stands.

9. No gum, food, or beverages are permitted during rehearsal.  

10. The sound system is off limits to anyone without permission.

11. Place chairs, stands, etc into neat rows following rehearsal. Following Friday’s last rehearsal, chairs, stands, and other equipment will be put aside to allow for proper cleaning. DO NOT leave paper, wrappers, or other garbage under your chair. Leave the classroom better than when you found it! 

12. Percussion equipment will be filed and covered following EVERY rehearsal. Do not leave music out.

13. Non-music homework is not permitted in rehearsal unless designated by the instructor. 

14. Do not write on the boards without permission.

15. Band members are responsible for their own instrumental supplies.  

16. The bell does not dismiss you from class. 

17. Should class finish early, DO NOT wait in the hallway.

18. Always have a lead pencil and eraser handy in your folder.

19. Cell phone usage is a violation of the Student Conduct code. A student is found in possession of a cell phone or any other electronic device will forfeit the device to the school office, receive a detention, and forfeit 10% of their rehearsal points for the quarter.
Choir Robes

Members of Concert Choir and Honors’ Choir will be assigned a robe at the beginning of the school year for use throughout the year. Please keep your robe clean.
Concert Dress


Men: Black pants, black shoes, black socks, white shirt, and tie

 
Women: Black pants or black skirt, nylons, black shoes, white “blouse”

Grading

· 50% Rehearsal 

· 30% Performance

· 20% Class Work

Chamber Singers


The schedule for the group will be as follows:

· 7:15-7:45 (Tuesdays)

· 3:00-3:15 (TBD)

Moodle


As you will no doubt encounter it in other classes, Moodle is a web based platform that allows us to perform some typical classroom activities via the internet.  Very cool! Tests, quizzes, theory assignments, analysis, maps, information, etc may at times be posted on Moodle this school year.  While I certainly do not intend to make music classes opportunities to assign copious amounts work, there will be some assignments over the course of the year that will benefit us as an ensemble. The internet address for Moodle at LHWL is: lhwlmoodle.lhsa.com

Cancellations


In the case of inclement weather, director illness, or other adversity, music events will be canceled via the “News” section on the Moodle music pages. However, Moodle will never be used to announce a sudden performance. Students should be in the habit of checking Moodle the night before a performance to verify the status of the event. 

Music Letter Points

Music letter points are awarded to promote the music program and reward students for faithful service to LHW, the peers, and especially their Savior. Throughout the course of the year, students will tally points that will work toward a music letter for their varsity jacket. All points are cumulative from year to year. 500 points are required to receive a letter.

Participation


1st year in music program (50)


2nd year in music program (100)


3rd year in music program (150)

4th year in music program (200)


Chamber Singers (100)


Department Courses (50 ea)


Music Officer (25 ea)


Chapel Accompaniment (10 ea)


Church Accompaniment (10 ea)


Church Ensemble (25 ea)


Community Ensemble (25 ea)

Festival


Participation (25 per event)


District Division 2 Rating (15)


District Division 1 Rating (25)


State Division 2 Rating (25)


State Division 1 Rating (50)

Musical


Principal Role (100)


Chorus (75)


Crew (50)



Orchestra (50)

Extra Concerts or Broadway Shows (ticket stub or program required) (10 ea)

Private Study (50)

Music Officers and their Duties (For Concert Band and Honors’ Choir Only)

President

· Assist in organizing concert set-up and clean-up

· Assist in program creation

· Take attendance
· In extreme circumstances, may be asked to organize the group 

Secretary

· Assist in organizing concert set-up and clean-up
· Assists the president in program creation

· May assist in the cataloging and organization of music

· Assists in record keeping (robes, folders, etc)

Librarian

· Files music

· Passes out music

· Responsible for the overall tidiness and organization of the music library

Equipment Managers (2)
· Supervisor of the moving of equipment for performances

· Assist in organizing concert set-up and clean-up
· Supervisor of the rehearsal space

Section Leader

· Chief member of a musical section

· Responsible for promoting positive morale amongst section members

· Must be able to help other members with music

	Date
	Event
	Ensemble

	9/1
	Music Ensemble Pictures (Same day as school pictures)
	All 

	9/30
	MSBOA/MSVMA Participation Forms DUE 
	All

	10/16
	Westland Sunday @ St. Paul, Ann Arbor
	HC

	11/7
	Future Freshman Day
	HC MEN, CB

	11/20
	Westland Sunday @ St. Michael, Wayne
	HC

	12/2
	Craft Show 
	CC,CS,HC

	12/4
	ABC @ Emmanuel, Dearborn/”Chambers Christmas Party”
	CS

	12/11
	ABC @ St. Michael, Wayne
	CS

	12/16
	Christmas Concert @ TBD
	All 

	1/6
	B. Basketball vs. Luth. South @ 5:00
	PB

	1/15
	MSBOA District S & E @ Livonia Franklin H.S.  
	-

	1/27
	B. Basketball vs. Greenhills @ 5:00
	PB

	1/29
	Possible Westland Sunday TBD
	HC

	2/10
	B. Basketball vs. Calvary Christian @ 6:30
	PB

	2/11
	MSVMA District S & E @ Chelsea H.S.
	CS

	2/24
	B. Basketball vs. Cranbrook @ 6:30
	PB

	2/26
	LHSA Joint Concert @ North
	HC, CB

	3/9-3/10
	Musical: Cinderella 
	-

	3/21 or 22
	MSVMA Choral Festival
	HC

	4/26
	LHW Fine Arts Festival TBD
	-

	4/29
	Possible Westland Sunday TBD
	HC

	5/19
	Spring Concert @ LHW
	All 

	6/8
	Graduation
	HC


Abbreviations: 

Pep Band (PB) 

Concert Band (CB) 

Concert Choir (CC) 

Honors’ Choir (HC)

Chamber Singers (CS)

 Music Handbook Received Form

Please return to class by Thursday, September 1st. This will represent one of the first marking assignments of the year and will be worth 10 class work points. Thank you! 

I have received the Lutheran High Westland Music Handbook and have read and understood the contents, dates, and expectations contained.   

_______________________________

Student Name (please print)

_______________________________

Student Signature

_______________________________

Guardian’s Name (please print)

_______________________________

Guardian Signature

________________

Date


Instrumental Solo and Ensemble Registration

Thank you for taking the time to consider enrolling your son or daughter in this year’s Solo and Ensemble festival, sponsored by the Michigan Band and Orchestra Association (MSBOA).  The festival consists of the preparation and performance of one piece before a state licensed judge and is an excellent way to foster musicianship, responsibility, and confidence in a young music student. Each student is permitted to enroll for one time slot per instrument and up to 2 ensembles.  Students that are proficient in more than one instrument are encouraged to perform in each of those instruments. This includes piano. Specific details regarding times and fees are listed below. Please fill out, sign, and return this form and payment with your student by Friday, Sept. 30th  to Mr. Kwapis for submission. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Kwapis by phone (734-422-2090 x116) or by email (nkwapis@lhsa.com). Thank you!

Date of Event: January 15, 2011 

Location: Livonia Franklin H.S.

Fees: Make checks payable to LHSA (Memo-Solo and Ensemble)
                      Non-Piano Solos  -    $10.00
                          Piano Solos -              $20.00

                          Small Ensemble  - $8.00 per member

Student Name________________________________________

                Grade_____________

Private Teacher______________________________________

              Phone #______________________________________

Preferred time of day for performance (circle one)     AM     PM       Anytime

Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________ Date ______________
For Teacher Use


Entry #1: Instrument___________________________________________________________

        Music Selection___________________________________________________________

                   Composer___________________________________________________________
Entry #2: Instrument___________________________________________________________

        Music Selection___________________________________________________________

                   Composer___________________________________________________________

Entry #3: Instrument___________________________________________________________

        Music Selection____________________________________________________________

                   Composer___________________________________________________________

Vocal Solo and Ensemble Registration

Thank you for taking the time to consider enrolling your son or daughter in this year’s Solo and Ensemble festival, sponsored by the Michigan State Vocal Music Association (MSVMA).  The festival consists of the preparation and performance of two pieces before a state licensed judge and is an excellent way to foster musicianship, responsibility, and confidence in a young music student. Each student is permitted to register for one solo and up to 2 ensembles. Specific details regarding times and fees are listed below. Please fill out, sign, and return this form and payment with your student by Friday, Sept. 30th  to Mr. Kwapis for submission. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mr. Kwapis by phone (734-422-2090 x116) or by email (nkwapis@lhsa.com). Thank you!

Date of the Event: February 11, 2011

Location: Chelsea H.S. 

Fees: Make checks payable to LHSA (Memo-Solo and Ensemble)
$12         Solo 

$6-$24  Small ensemble ($6 per person up to five)  

$36        Large ensemble (6- 20)

Student Name________________________________________

                Grade_____________

Private Teacher______________________________________

              Phone #______________________________________

Preferred time of day for performance (circle one)     AM     PM       Anytime

Parent/Guardian Signature_____________________________ Date ______________
For Teacher Use


Piece #1: 

        Music Selection___________________________________________________________

                   Composer___________________________________________________________
Piece #2: 

        Music Selection___________________________________________________________

                   Composer___________________________________________________________

